
SUNDAY, JUNE 18  |  ACTS 4:23-31 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; 
and those who hate him shall flee before him! 
as smoke is driven away, so you shall 
drive them away; 
as wax melts before fire, 
so the wicked shall perish before God! 
  
But the righteous shall be glad; 
they shall exult before God; 
they shall be jubilant with joy! 
  
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
Lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is the Lord; 
exult before him! 
  
Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily bears us up; 
God is our salvation. 
Our God is a God of salvation, 
and to God, the Lord, belong deliverance from death. 
  
Psalm 68.1-4, 19-20 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

The Psalmist lamented: 
  
“Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his  
Anointed, saying, 
‘Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.’” 
  
Psalm 2.1-3 
  
Holy and righteous God, 
you have created us to live in joyful submission to your righteous rule. 
  
Yet, we have sinned by casting off your ways, 



by taking counsel in ourselves against your righteous decrees. 
We have traded the way of joyful submission 
for the way of self promotion, self determination, and self righteousness. 
  
[moment for personal repentance] 
  
Gracious God, 
though we deserve your righteous judgment, 
you are the God who bears our burdens. 
Have mercy upon us, 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news of the gospel: 
  
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
Romans 5.1 
  
Christian, believe the truth that through faith in Christ--because of his life, death, and resurrection, and 
no work of your own--you have been justified and now have peace with the holy God. You need not fear 
his wrath and judgment. Stand now in his love and forgiveness. 
  
Thanks be to God! 

BENEDICTION 

The Sovereign Lord sits enthroned over all things, and is working all things according to his glorious 
purpose.  
  
Go now, sent in the power of his Spirit, to be witnesses to his grace and glory, proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


