
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8  |  ACTS 17: 1-15 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
I will open my mouth in a parable; 
I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
things that we have heard and known, 
that our fathers have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children, 
but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders he has done.  

He established his testimony among his people, 
which he commanded to teach to the children, 
that each generation might know, 
the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, 

so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments. 

Psalm 78.1-7 

LAMENT / PROCLAMATION 

God’s word teaches us to lament, saying: 

Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. 
Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; 
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. 

Psalm 12.1-2 

Lord, we lament that we live in a world that sets itself against you. All around are those who do not love 
you, and do not love your ways. Systems are built upon oppression, misuse of power, lying, and double-
minded deceit. 



We also confess that faithlessness is not only outside of us. We also have been those who do not love you, 
and do not love your ways. Our lives have been built on oppressive ways, misusing power, lying, and 
duplicity.  

How long, O Lord, will evil seem to triumph over good?  
How long will a faithful witness vanish in the land.  

Hear our prayers, from on high. Listen and act.   

God’s word also promises us: 

“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, 
I will now arise,” says the Lord; 
“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” 

Psalm 12.5 

We trust you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  

INTERCESSION 

Faithful God, you have called us to be a faithful people in the midst of a broken and faithless world.  

Give us grace today to be a faithful people in this world. Give us strength to walk in your ways, and delight 
in your truth. Direct our hearts into your love and into  the steadfastness of Christ -- that our neighbors, 
coworkers, friends, and family might see your glory, experience your truth, and be confronted with the 
good news of your redeeming power.  

Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Jesus Christ gave his life to redeem a sinful and broken people back to a loving and gracious God. He 
carried the cross that we deserved, died the death we should have died, and rose in triumph by the power 
of an indestructible life. 

Go now - and give your life and your allegiance to him. For one day every knee will bow to worship, 
honor, and exalt the name of Jesus. Proclaim to our city that he is king! Amen. 


