
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22  |  ACTS 18.24 — 19.7 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Heavenly Father, 

You made a promise to Moses in Exodus 33 saying: “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 

Moses responded to that promise, saying: “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from 
here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your 
going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” 

God of goodness and grace, we long for your presence, 
For the peace your promises bring, 
And for the assurances we have received through the gift of your son. 
If you do not give your presence this day, we labor together in vain -  
So manifest your presence among us! We long to know and be known by you. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Almighty God, 
We confess the ways we struggle to be your people.  
You have given us your presence - setting us apart from our world and giving us power to be lights within 
it. 

Yet we acknowledge that we are more apathetic than active, 
More isolated than involved, 
More callous than compassionate, 
More obstinate than obedient, 
More more legalistic than loving. 

Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins.  
Remove the obstacles preventing us from being your representatives to a broken world - a people marked 
by your presence. 
Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling spirit. Amen. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news of the gospel: 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

Hebrews 10:19-22 

Christians - God has given you full access to his presence through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
Stand now and pursue relationship with the living God, for nothing stands between you and his love.  

Thanks be to God! 

BENEDICTION 

God has freely given us access to himself in the person and work of Jesus Christ and through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Go now, and pursue his presence. Let the power of Christ that comes through the gift of the Holy Spirit be 
your confidence to share the gospel with a city that desperately needs to hear it. Amen. 


